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“THERE SHALL BE
FALSE TEACHERS AMONG YOU”

Lynn Blair

PRELIMINARY REMARKS

It is always a privilege to come to Lubbock for the lectureship here
at Southside. When I am asked to be a speaker, it just increases that
privilege! I am thankful for Tommy Hicks, the elders and all of the
members of this fine congregation for all of the work done in prepara-
tion for this lectureship. I know there are good, Godly women here at
Southside who work tirelessly to help make the lectureship the success
that it is. Having grown up in and around Lubbock, I am absolutely
thrilled that Lubbock has a sound lectureship such as this one. It is a
special honor for one to be invited back to his hometown to speak.

INTRODUCTION1

Many times, when a person gets on in years and realizes that death
is not that far off, he does not hesitate to warn against real dangers, and
he can be quite blunt about it. Thus, late in his life the apostle Peter by
inspiration wrote: “But there were false prophets also among the
people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction” (2 Pet. 2:1).

WHAT IS PETER SAYING IN THE TEXT?

Peter starts 2 Peter 2:1 with the word, “but.” That is a transitional
word, a word of contrast. Previously, he had discussed “prophetic Truth
which came from God and was spoken by holy men of God” (2 Pet.
1:19-21).2 Now, he addresses faithful brethren about false prophets.
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Past

It is not as if the brethren to whom Peter is writing have never read
or heard of false prophets. There are abundant warnings and tragic
examples of false teachers among the Israelites in the Old Testament.
In the law, Moses warned: “But the prophet, which shall presume to
speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak,
or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall
die” (Deut. 18:20). Hundreds of years later, the Jews had the same
problem of false prophets. Notice the indictment in Jeremiah
14:14—“Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my
name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake
unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a
thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.” Many of the Old
Testament prophets warned about the same thing. Isaiah spoke of “the
prophet that teacheth lies” (Isa. 9:15). Ezekiel and Zechariah are also
included among the prophets who sounded forth warnings regarding
false teachers and prophets (Ezek. 13:3; Zech. 13:4).

Present

When Peter wrote his second epistle there were, at that time, false
teachers. Judaizers were among the first false teachers to show
themselves in the church. They demanded that all Gentiles who became
Christians also be circumcised and observe other aspects of the Law of
Moses. One cannot read Acts 15 or the book of Galatians, without
seeing the harm they did to the church (Gal. 1:6-9; 5:1, 5:4).

The Gnostics, although not called specifically by that name in the
Scriptures, were certainly already at work by the time Colossians was
written. They claimed a “knowledge” beyond that revealed in the Bible.
These false teachers embraced Christianity, philosophy, mythology,
paganism, astrology, Judaism, and spiritualism.3 Jude also speaks of
them as a then present reality (Ju. 4).

Before the end of the first century, false teachers call “Nicolaitans”
arose in the church. Their false doctrine, a result of compromise, was
a mixture of idolatry and lewd paganism. Revelation 2:6 and 15 make
it clear that God hates their doctrine and deeds.

Future

In our text, Peter mentions that there were false teachers in the past,
but he just as clearly makes it known that there will be false teachers in
the future. The other apostles also were aware of this and they too were
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concerned about false teachers who would arise within the church.
Warning the elders at Ephesus, Paul let them know that “grievous
wolves” would enter in not sparing the flock (Acts 20:29-30). Paul also
warned the young preacher Timothy that there would arise “seducing
spirits” and teachers walking after their own lusts (1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim.
4:1-4). The apostle John said “many false prophets are gone out into the
world” (1 Jn. 4:1).4 The devil has always attacked God’s people
through teachers of falsehood, and there will always be an abundance
of those who refuse to teach “all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). It
seems that many enjoy tickling the ears of those that hear them.5

Where Will These False Teachers Be Found?

Peter, in warning the brethren in our text, says that these false
teachers will be “among you.” There will always be enemies of the
Truth attacking the church from the outside. But we must ever realize
that there will also always be enemies of the Truth within the church!
Tragically, false teachers in the church frequently occupy positions
where they have great influence and can do the most damage.

Too often, well-meaning brethren will send their precious children
off to one of “our” schools so that they may receive what they think
will be a “Christian education.” Over the past twenty years I have seen
numerous young people from congregations where I was preaching go
off to one of “our” schools, only to come back believing that it is
acceptable to use instrumental music in worship, and/or believing in the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit (separate and apart from the Word)
upon them in their lives. They have returned from “our” schools
thinking there is nothing wrong with dancing, drinking, and numerous
other immoralities. Some have just plain abandoned the Lord’s church.

Back in the 1980s, I had a questionnaire with which I interviewed
about 20 of our leading preachers at that time. One of the questions
was: “Should I send my children to a Christian college?” I remember
two distinct answers from two of the men. Johnny Ramsey said: “Oh,
are there any of those left?” And, Ira Rice in a sad tone said: “I sent all
of my children to a Christian college, and every one of them came out
worse off spiritually than when they went in.”

Too seldom do our brethren stop to consider that one of “our
preachers” could preach anything wrong. If a building or group has
“Church of Christ” attached to it, they think it must be okay. Brethren
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need to wake up! Just like the apostle Peter said, we have false teachers
“among us”!

How Will These False Teachers Operate?

Peter says they will come in “privily” (2 Pet. 2:1). Translations
other than the King James Version and the American Standard Version
(1901) render this word “secretly.”6 The actual Greek word means to
slip in by the side of, and indicates that these teachers had artfully and
slyly introduced their false doctrines by the side of the Truth in such a
fashion as to deceive those who had accepted them.7 False teachers will
never come into a congregation and announce: “I am a false teacher and
have come to take away as many of your members as I can.” Instead,
they will come in and make friends with some of the young people or
some of the young couples. Their modus operandi often includes
having meetings in members’ homes. Obviously, there is nothing
wrong with making friends with the younger ones in a congregation or
in having a Bible study in one’s home. That is the sneakiness of it! It
all looks fine. Oh yes, some of these false teachers will love you to
death—that is, until you disagree with them or question them. Then,
when you oppose their doctrinal error, they will accuse you of being the
unloving one! However, sometimes they will smile and try to get you
to agree to disagree, or they may say something about everybody
having an opinion, etc. When they have enough of a following, if the
preacher is doctrinally sound, they will usually try to get him fired. Not
only that, if they cannot convince the elders to fall in line with their
false doctrines, they will force the elders to resign. They believe in
eliminating the competition!

Today, we spread the Gospel by various methods. We use schools
of various sorts. We use sound schools of preaching (online and on
campus). We use the printed word in sound tracts and sound brother-
hood papers. We use the internet and DVDs. We use good Gospel
preaching in tents and in buildings, etc., and we strive to make our
sermons as interesting and dynamic as possible. We do much the same
with our Bible classes. We use sound Bible class material and sound
VBS material. If we cannot find sound material (and it is getting plenty
difficult to find sound material), we develop our own. We use debates
to convince others and show the Truth. We use personal work and
personal Bible studies in homes while showing our love and concern
for the lost or for new converts.
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Would you believe that with the exception of debates, the false
teachers of our day use all the methods in the previous paragraph to
spread their false teaching? They have certainly infiltrated our schools
(as previously mentioned). They also use the printed word by way of
tracts and brotherhood papers. They produce massive amounts of
DVDs that spread their false doctrines. And wow, do they ever use the
internet for their evil purposes! Although they do not use tents as a
general rule, they certainly use the pulpits across our land! In many
cases, these false teachers are very talented speakers. They are dynamic
and passionate in their presentation. They are smooth talkers. They use
“good words and fair speeches” (Rom. 16:18) to get across their
dividing and destructive doctrines. These modern-day false teachers
will use Bible class material (though really not much Bible) and VBS
material to catch young minds, which are like sponges. Such materials
usually have themes having to do with a safari or a beach, or even
magic! It is common, when these false teachers are moving into a
congregation, for them to use home visits and parties. The liberal false
teacher will always be in favor of entertainment! Their first questions
about a church camp or VBS, or what claims to be a Bible class is:
“Did you have fun?” or “Was it fun?” How about the proper question:
“What did you do or learn?” Again, I remind you that we use all of
these methods for good and to move brethren closer together and closer
to the Truth. The false teachers use these same methods to divide
congregations and move them further away from the Truth. Oh, they
are so subtle!

What Does A False Teacher Teach?

Peter said they teach “damnable heresies” (2 Pet. 2:1). Other
versions translate it as “destructive heresies.” The word “heresy”
originally, in the Greek, meant choice or to choose. It was a perfectly
good and honorable word with the meaning of a personal choice like
what road to take to town or whether to walk or ride. It had no
particular connotation of right and wrong.8 But sometimes words
change their meanings. (Think of words like “mustang” and “gay”.) By
the time Christianity came along, “heresy” had come to mean the
choosing of a side or party. Within Christianity, and the Gospel that
produces Christianity, there is no choice about Who is the Saviour, or
what one must do to be saved. It is all made clear in the Gospel.
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Further, Peter calls these “damnable [destructive] heresies.” The
false teachers, about whom Peter was warning, would cause divisions
within the church. They would do this by means of their false teaching
and false practices. Because false teachers bring in false doctrine, they
divide congregations and destroy them.

The doctrine, to which Peter specifically refers, led people to deny
“the Lord that bought them” (2 Pet. 2:1). There were many dangerous
heresies threatening in the church near the end of the first century.
Most, if not all, were based on this concept of which Peter is warning.
The Lord’s deity was questioned by some (1 Jn. 4:15), his humanity by
others (1 Jn. 4:2).9 Many of the false teachers taught different shades of
Gnosticism. Because they thought they knew more than anyone else,
they would be similar to some of the supposed intellectual snobs we
have today.

If you do not have a doctorate then your opinion or study really
does not count for much with these people. Nothing is wrong with
having an education and advanced degrees of learning. However, if you
get an education and then decide that only those with much education
can preach or teach God’s Word, then you have not only become an
intellectual snob, you have bound where the Lord did not bind! If you
set a high value upon education (and there is nothing wrong with this
unless you go too far with it), then it might be of interest for you to see
how many Masters and Doctors degrees are represented by the speakers
on this lectureship! Oh, you probably will not hear about it in their
introductions since most of these good brethren do not choose to
advertise their educational attainment. Still, they are here, highly
educated, yet sound in the Gospel.

There are a number of false doctrines that were actively being
taught in the days of the apostles. Think of the destruction to the Lord’s
church caused by men embracing such false teachings as the “doctrines
of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1); the doctrine of Balaam (Rev. 2:14); strange
doctrines (Heb. 13:9); denying the resurrection of the dead (1 Cor.
15:12); and, denying that Jesus is the Christ (1 Jn. 2:22).10

In the last century and a half, the church has continually been torn
asunder by false teachers and their destructive teachings. By 1906 the
church had been divided over the destructive heresy of instrumental
music in worship and a missionary society. The so-called “Christian
Church” took the majority of the members, nearly all of “our” colleges
and most of the church buildings. Now, in round numbers, a hundred
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years later, some of the large metropolitan churches among us are
moving the instrument in again! This is coming to pass because
children today are growing up “in the church” without having been
taught why we do not use the instrument!

The reason we do not use instrumental music in worship is the
same reason we do not have a pope. There is simply no authority for
such. We speak where the Bible speaks and are silent where the Bible
is silent. We do Bible things in Bible ways and call Bible things by
Bible names. If we ever start going beyond what is written (1 Cor. 4:6),
there will be no end to what we can introduce in worship. We do all in
the name, i.e., by the authority, of the Lord (Col. 3:17). The New
Testament says sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Nowhere does it say sing
and play.

A few years after the division over instrumental music came the
division (from false teachers) over premillennialism. False teachers
came into the church saying that God’s kingdom had not yet been
established. They taught that Jesus had failed to establish the kingdom
since the Jews rejected Him. The New Testament teaches that the
kingdom and the church are the same thing (Mt. 16:18-19). Daniel had
prophesied that the kingdom would be established in the days of kings
in the Roman Empire (Dan. 2:44). Jesus said that some of the people
standing there with Him would see the kingdom come with power (Mk.
9:1). It did indeed come with power in Acts 2, when the church was
established. Paul was in the kingdom (Col. 1:13). John was in the
kingdom (Rev. 1:9). Even though such Scriptures were clear in
showing that Christ’s kingdom was in fact established, the destructive
heresy of premillennialism destroyed many congregations.

Although most false teachers that bring destructive heresies into the
church are of a liberal persuasion (loosing where the Lord did not
loose, cf. Mt. 16:19), not all are. Over the years, there have certainly
been divisive and destructive heresies that bind where the Lord did not
bind. These have taken various forms. There have been debates right
here in Lubbock about whether it was Scriptural to have individual
Bible classes with women teaching other women or small children. The
Scriptures specifically mention women teachers (Tit. 2:3-5). The
problem with this, as well as other “to bind or not to bind” issues, is not
whether a congregation has Bible classes or not. The problem is the
binding. In other words, what makes these teachers false is their
insistence on binding this on others. If they choose not to have Bible
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classes, that is one thing. But to tell us we are going to lose our souls
in hell because we choose to study the Bible in individual classes
makes them false teachers who destroy fellowship and, at times, divide
congregations. This makes it a destructive heresy!

It is much the same with those that would divide us over how many
cups to use in observing the Lord’s Supper. Those of this ilk teach that
since the Lord used “one cup” when instituting the Lord’s Supper (Mt.
26:27), then a congregation must use only “one cup” in keeping the
Lord’s Supper. Further arguments were based on “the cup” and “this
cup” (1 Cor. 11:25-28). This is based upon the false idea that we
partake of the container. However, the truth of the matter is that we
partake of the contents of the container, not the container itself. The
container does not represent the blood of Christ, but the contents do
(1 Cor. 10:16). Once again, if the brethren in a congregation choose to
use “one cup” that is their choice, but to bind it on others makes them
false teachers.

A number of years later another movement, which had its begin-
ning primarily in East Texas, disrupted the unity of the Lord’s church
over other so-called “anti” issues. In this case, the issues centered
around “church cooperation.” Those in this movement usually refer to
themselves as being “non-institution” brethren. They deny that
individual congregations can cooperatively support together an
evangelistic work (such as a radio or television program) or benevolent
work (such as a children’s home) if one of those congregations acts as
the “sponsoring” congregation. Within this group a faction developed
with an additional difference—the restriction that a congregation
cannot render any benevolent aid to anyone, unless those needing the
aid are members of the church.

Obviously, the different congregations in the New Testament that
Paul wrote to sent financial support to him. They cooperated in this
effort. In Acts 11, there was cooperation in a benevolent work. And we
are commanded: “[L]et us do good unto all men, especially unto them
who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). Surely, individual
congregations can practice “Pure and undefiled religion” in supporting
“orphans and widows” (Jas. 1:27, NKJV). And once again, if a
congregation decides not to support a particular mission or benevolent
work from the church treasury, that is fine. But to split and divide
congregations, drawing lines of fellowship and saying that those who
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choose to cooperate will lose their souls by doing so make them false
and destructive teachers.

Members of the church sometimes swing from one extreme to the
other. There was the loosing where the Scriptures do not loose around
the late 1800s and early 1900s. Then, there was the swing the other way
and with it came binding where the Scriptures do not bind. Like a
pendulum, with the coming of the 1960s, the swing was back to loosing
where the Lord did not loose. This swing is now generally known as
“liberalism.” Some of the more bold among the liberals will actually
claim with pride to be a liberal. But, as mentioned before, not even the
rankest, most radical among the liberals will admit that he is a false
teacher.

In the 1960s, one of the most famous members of the church, Pat
Boone, began to claim miraculous gifts, primarily the speaking in
tongues. Congregations were split, the church was rent asunder, all
because false teachers taught that one can and should have the ability
to do modern-day miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit. They did
not believe Paul when he said: “But when that which is perfect is come,
then that which is in part shall be done away” (1 Cor. 13:8-10).
According to the context, “that which is in part” and to be “done away”
was the ability to perform miracles. Thus, miracles would cease. On the
other hand, “that which is perfect” is referring to the perfect (i.e.,
complete) Word of God (cf. Jas. 1:25).

Also in the 1960s, more problems came because many in the
church began to openly reject what the Bible teaches regarding
marriage, divorce and remarriage (Mt. 5:32; 19:9). All kinds of
destructive heresies rode in on this horse (or false doctrine). It was
emotionally charged. Many times members and/or their children were
involved in divorces and remarriage (adulterous situations) that were
clearly contrary to the Scriptures. Those in adulterous marriages
rightfully express that God wants them to be happy, but then spuriously
assert that God will accept their unscriptural relationship because it
makes them happy! Yes, God does want us to be happy. He provided
the Gospel which gives us “the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding” (Phil. 4:7). The problem people have with God’s
Gospel is repentance on their part. If I am living in sin (adultery) and
I repent (Lk. 13:3; Acts 2:38; 17:30), I will have to stop living in sin
(adultery). Because false teachers (many of them with the problem in
their own families) work from an emotional standpoint, they have been
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able with their destructive heresy to divide many congregations—and,
in some cases, to win over entire congregations.

Down through the years there have been false teachers advocating
error on other moral issues as well. These too can be and often are
emotionally charged. Dancing, immodest clothing, cursing, drinking
alcohol, gambling, etc., have all been issues at congregations where
parents, grandparents, or just loose-living leaders want to please young
people and the world more than they want to please God. False teachers
and false living have destroyed precious souls over these very issues.

Why Do False Teachers Do This?

There are a number of reasons why false teachers teach the false
doctrines that they do. Some do it for money. They can make more
money if they compromise the Truth.

Some do it for prestige. Most of the largest congregations allow,
encourage, or even demand false teaching.

Some teach “damnable heresies” because of their families. Their
children or grandchildren have moral issues, or marriage and divorce
issues. As a result, they become false teachers compromising God’s
Truth so as to accommodate or justify their children’s sinfulness. At
one time they may have been some of the greatest preachers and
defenders of the faith among us. Then, because of the error and sinful
wrongdoing their children were involved in, they fell from grace and
started teaching destructive heresies.

Some teach false doctrines out of hypocrisy (1 Tim. 4:1). They
want to keep their jobs with the church so they go along to get along.
They do not believe in what they are saying in public. They say one
thing and practice another.

Some teach false doctrines because of pride. They will not admit
that they are wrong. They tend to believe that they cannot be wrong.
Someday, even if it is the last day, they will fall (Pro. 16:18).

Sadly, some teach false teaching because they do not know any
better. They teach out of ignorance. Sometimes it involves admiration
almost to the point of worship of some other false teacher—old brother
so and so.

What Will Be The End Of These False Teachers?

Peter says they will “bring upon themselves swift destruction”
(2 Pet. 2:1). It is obvious that Peter is here referring to their eternal
destruction, not the destruction of their health, their property or their
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lives. Paul described it as “everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 Thess. 1:9).11 It is
interesting to note that these false teachers bring this destruction upon
themselves. Man reaps what he sows (Gal. 6:7). Everyone is account-
able for his own behavior (Rom. 14:12). No one forces others to accept
destructive error. Rejection of Truth always brings destruction.

These false teachers are on a speeding roller coaster toward hell
which gets faster and faster. Compounded in the problem is the stark
realization that aboard with them on this speeding roller coaster are all
their deceived and deluded followers.12

WHAT TO DO ABOUT FALSE TEACHERS

In light of Peter’s warning, what is the faithful child of God to do?
First, accept the fact that there will always be false teachers. Do not
deny it or ignore it. To deny or ignore it will only give false teachers
more freedom to deceive and destroy souls. There have always been
false teachers. There will always be false teachers.

Second, study and learn the Truth and how to identify false
teachers. Study so you will be approved unto God and so that you will
not be ashamed (2 Tim. 2:15). Study daily (Acts 17:11). Study so that
you will be “ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet.
3:15). Completely dedicate yourself to knowing and obeying God’s
Will.

Third, be ready to take a stand (Eph. 6:13) and to “earnestly
contend for the faith” (Ju. 3). This involves more than just knowledge.
It involves wisdom and courage. Develop this wisdom and courage.
Read of others who have demonstrated these characteristics. Observe
the good role models—faithful men and women who demonstrate these
characteristics.

Fourth, understand that sometimes you will have to move your
membership. This can be an emotional issue. Many of us have friends
and kinfolk who are staying at a congregation that allows, and even
encourages, false teachers and false practices. They feel like they
cannot move, since “Grandma and Grandpa” attended at this place in
the old days. Friends, that was fifty years or more ago!

Recently, one of my sons tried out for a preaching job at a place in
Texas. He was told by some of the older members that they had not
heard preaching like that in years. That did not surprise my son because
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the contact man for the congregation had told him the day before that
he and some of the other members had “poker nights” and water parties
in which the women and girls wore bikinis. Also, this fellow who was
the main contact for visiting “tryout” preachers, told my son that he did
not see any use in attending worship on Sunday nights. Thinking like
that can only make one wonder what they had been hearing from the
pulpit and in their Bible classes.

False teachers will produce every kind of a heresy imagin-
able—false teachings and false practices. But faithful Christians cannot
and will not tolerate such! Yet, most, if not all, of the sweet older
people in a error-filled, heretical, apostate congregation will continue
to go there instead of going elsewhere to a sound, faithful congregation
because they do not want to drive. It is not a lot different in Lubbock
County. I grew up here. I have preached here. I still have many friends
and kinfolk here. But most of the congregations in Lubbock County I
cannot recommend because of false teachings and the false practices
found in them.

Fifth, identify and mark false teachers. Paul said:

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus
Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches
deceive the hearts of the simple (Rom. 16:17-18).

Some of the things I have had to say here have not been easy or
pleasant for me. But false teachers destroy churches. False teachers
destroy individual Christians whom I love. False teachers are taking
them to eternal ruin and destruction.

CONCLUSION

There is one more answer as to how we are to deal with false
teachers. John, by inspiration, writes about it. He says:

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you,
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deeds (2 Jn. 9-11).

“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before,
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked,
fall from your own stedfastness” (2 Pet. 3:17).
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